
De�nes urban form, community character, 
and a distinct sense of place.

Provides measures to protect and improve natural 
and cultural resources.

Provides tools and strategies to strengthen and 
diversify the local economy.

Plans for housing to meet the needs of all 
segments of the community.

Milpitas General Plan
Approximately three years ago, the City of Milpitas 
embarked on an exciting and challenging process, 
an update to the General Plan. State law requires 
the City to adopt a General Plan and to periodically 
review and revise it. The General Plan is the City’s 
guiding policy document for future development 
decisions related to land use, community design, 
transportation, public services, and resource conser-
vation.

Visit the General Plan website to �nd out more 
about future meetings, available background data, 
and the status of the project.
Website: milpitas.generalplan.org 
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Get Involved!

What’s covered in a General Plan?

General Plan Update
Newsletter 2 January 2020

Circulation

Parks and Recreation

Community Design

Conservation and Open Space

Economic and Fiscal Sustainability

Housing

Land Use

Safety

Noise

Air Quality and Energy

Flood Management

Water Resources

Guides transportation decisions for autos, bikes, 
pedestrians, and transit.

Ensures adequate planning for park and recreation 
services and facilities.

Establishes land use designations and patterns 
to support a sustainable growth.  

Addresses hazards such as �res, geologic hazards, 
and hazardous materials. 

Addresses noise-generating and noise-sensitive
uses such as residences and schools. 

Provides measures that reduce energy use and 
improve local and regional air quality.

Provides an integrated approach for an e�ective and 
e�cient �ood mitigation and management strategy.

Ensure that Milpitas’s water resources are sustained 
and protected.



General Plan Update Process Preferred Land Use Map
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Legend
HVL - Hillside Very Low Density

HLD - Hillside Low Density

HMD - Hillside Medium Density

LDR - Low Density Residential

MDR - Medium Density Residential

HDR - High Density Residential

VHDR - Very High Density Residential

MHP - Mobile Home Park

VHDMU - Very High Density Mixed Use

NCMU - Neighborhood Commercial Mixed Use

GNC - General Commercial

NC - Neighborhood Commercial

TWC - Town Center

INP - Industrial Park

BPRD - Business Park/Reseach & Development

MFG - Manufacturing

PF - Public Facilities

POS - Permanent Open Space

TASP - Transit Area Specific Plan

MSP - Midtown Specific Plan

WW - Waterway

Future Specific Plan Overlay

Innovation District Overlay

Planning Areas

City of Milpitas
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Milpitas Urban Service Area

San Jose Planning Limits of Urban Growth
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General Plan Land Use Map:
Opportunity Site Alternative

CITY OF MILPITAS

Sources: City of Milpitas; Santa Clara County; Alamameda County; USGS; CalAtlas; General Plan v6.  Map date: October 30, 2019.

FIGURE 2-2:
PREFERRED LAND USE MAP
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In October 2019, the City Council provided �nal 
direction on revisions to the Preferred Land Use 
Map.  The Land Use Map identi�es land use 
designations, including allowed uses and densi-
ties, for each parcel in the City Limits.  The Land 
Use Map adheres to the objectives identi�ed 
throughout the Visioning and General Plan Adviso-
ry Committee (GPAC) process to:

The Preferred Land Use Map is 
available for review on the 
project website:
Milpitas.GeneralPlan.org

Identify community Priorities
GPAC meetings and visioning workshops to 
develop a long-term sustainable vision for the 
city.

1

Existing Conditions Report
Information on current conditions and trends.2

Describe core values and identify community 
issues and opportunities based on GPAC input, 
stakeholder outreach, and visioning work-
shops.

3 Issues and Oppurtunites Report

Prepare land use concept maps, based on input 
received from the GPAC, the community, and 
City leadership.  Analysis of the �scal viability of 
each land use alternative map will be 
performed.

Land Use Alternatives4

Develop goals, policies, and actions to address 
identi�ed issues and achieve desired land uses.

Draft Goal and Policy Sets5

»
»
»
»
»
»

Protect existing residential neighborhoods

Spur job-growth and economic development 
by making the City more competitive in 
attracting large scale employers, tech, etc.

Revitalize existing neighborhood commercial 
centers by allowing for limited housing and 
expanded retail/o�ce potential

Complement and support recent and 
ongoing planning and development e�orts 
(TASP, Midtown SP)

Reduce existing and future land use con�icts
by transitioning select areas from industrial/
manufacturing to mixed use/residential

Optimize land uses near transit

7

8

Analyze the environmental e�ects of imple-
menting the General Plan.

Environmental Impact Report

The Planning Commission and City Council will 
consider the General Plan at a series of public 
hearings.

General Plan Adoption

6
Design a plan to reach the preferred vision of 
the city’s future.

Draft General Plan

- Complete

- Complete

- Complete

- Complete

- Complete

  We Are Here!



Next Step

If you would like to be added to
the General Plan Update 
mailing list, please contact 
Jessica Garner, Planning 
Manager, at the City of Milpitas
Department of Planning & 
Neighborhood Services.
Jessica Garner, AICP
455 East Calavaras Boulevard, Milpitas CA 95035

Phone (408) 586-3284
Email: jgarner@ci.milpitas.ca.gov
Website: www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov

Draft General Plan
City sta� and the consultant team are currently 
working towards completion of the Draft General 
Plan.  The Draft General Plan will be organized into 
individual chapters, or “elements,” that address the 
built environment and resource management.  The 
Draft General Plan will also include a Land Use Map, 
which identi�es allowed uses on each parcel within 
the City Limits.  

The Draft General Plan is scheduled to be completed 
by early spring 2020.  The Draft General Plan will be 
reviewed by both the GPAC and the City Council prior 
to its release for a public review and comment period.  
Please check the project website for updates to the 
schedule and public meeting notices to review the 
Draft General Plan.  

Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
The project team is currently working on the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report. An Environmental Impact 
Report, or EIR, is a document that meets the requirements 
of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The EIR 
provides an analysis of the potential environmental 
impacts of the Draft General Plan, and provides the public, 
the Planning Commission, and the City Council with a tool 
to use during review and consideration of the Draft General 
Plan. The Draft EIR is scheduled to be completed by spring 
2020.  

Public Review Period
Following the City Council’s initial review of the Draft 
General Plan, both the General Plan and Draft EIR will 
be released for a 6-week public review and comment 
period.  Members of the public will be invited to 
review and comment on the documents.  All public 
comments will then be presented to the City Council 
for their review and considerations during adoption 
hearings.  A public workshop will be held during the 
public review period.  The workshop will include an 
overview of the documents, provide an opportunity 
for the community to ask questions, and provide 
opportunities for feedback and input on the Draft 
General Plan and EIR.  The public review period is 
anticipated to occur in the summer of 2020.  

Public Adoption Hearings

Following the public review and comment period, the 
Planning Commission and City Council will conduct a 
series of public hearings to consider adoption of the 
General Plan and certi�cation of the EIR.  These 
hearings are anticipated to occur in late summer and 
early fall of 2020.  


